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2021... blink and you’ll miss 
it!
It’s amazing how fast this year’s going, Autumn already 
and only 8 weeks until Christmas! Walking for Walking 
for Wag at Kielder all together again in September was 
a real joy, but almost a distant memory now! It was so 
great to see everyone in person, to pay tribute to our 
dear friend Mr John Robson, and to share the day with 
some of our special friends too; we also have a date for 
2022!

We think we’re slowly seeing the end of the Covid-effect on 
our visiting services and the sharp increase this month in 
the number of care and nursing homes newly opening their 
doors to us is a good sign. 

Our special home visitors are in higher demand than ever 
and we have many lovely stories of new Wag friendships to 
share with you. It’s no surprise really, loneliness has been 
most acutely felt in the North East since the beginning of 
lockdown; Durham tops Care Sourcer’s Loneliness Index, 
with Newcastle upon Tyne and Sunderland ranking four and 
nine respectively.  

New volunteers are urgently needed for people right across 
our region, but Newcastle upon Tyne is always a particular 
hot spot for us! 

Safety’s paramount of course and legislation now requires 
anyone working or volunteering in a CQC registered care 
or nursing home to have had 2 doses of a Covid-19 vaccine 
unless they are medically exempt. We’ve followed suit for our 
home visitors and fortunately almost all Wag volunteers are 
able to be vaccinated. 

Later this month, a team of 10 Wag volunteers will visit 
Alnwick Castle to receive the Queens Award for Voluntary 
Service from our Patron the Duchess of Northumberland 
on behalf of Her Majesty The Queen; a huge honour and a 
massive tribute to everyone who supports Wag & Company 
in whatever way, we’re looking forward to sharing the photos!      

Bronson

Making new friends at home...
It’s no surprise that our unique home visitors are in such 
demand with the impact of lockdown and loneliness being 
keenly felt everywhere across our region. We’re working 
hard to get the perfect matches out visiting safely as soon 
as possible, here’s a feel for who’s joining TeamWag and 
why they need us...

•  A 92 year old lady living in Newcastle, widowed and 
living alone with no family in this country, she has 
always had and loved dogs, most recently a Border 
Collie.  Our new friend has developed mobility and 
confidence issues over the past year and she’s become 
very isolated. 

•  An 88 year old lady living in Blyth and an 84 year 
old lady in Ashington.  Both are widowed, have 
reduced mobility, can’t get out easily or at all and spend 
a great deal of time alone.  Both have always had a dog 
(Westies and Golden Retrievers) and miss them terribly, 
but it’s not possible to have a dog any more.   

•  An 89 year old lady living in her own home in 
Norton.  This lady is widowed and she recently had to 
rehome her beloved Shih Tzu as she was struggling 
to look after him because of her mobility problems and 
poor eyesight.  Heartbreaking, she misses him terribly 
and has become lonely and socially isolated.   

•  A 76 year old gentleman living with his daughter 
in Gateshead with a number of different health issues 
resulting in a loss of independence, he lost his beloved 
Staffie in January.   

Volunteers are urgently needed for people just like this.  If 
you can spare an hour or two most weeks to share your 
dog and have a chat and a cuppa with an older dog lover 
in your community, please don’t hesitate, our lovely friends 
need their friends now and shouldn’t be on long waiting 
lists.  

Volunteer  
with  
your dog
…and help end 
loneliness in 
older dog lovers.

Apply online wagandcompany.co.uk

We’re a community of 
dog owners sharing our 
dogs with older dog lovers 
across the North East.
There are thousands of 
lonely pensioners who 
can no longer look after 
a dog of their own and 
miss them terribly.
Just a couple of hours  
a week for a chat and a 
cuddle with your special  
dog makes all the difference 
to someone else’s life and 
probably yours too.
Apply today, we’ll make it 
safe and easy to volunteer.
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Our fallen heroes...
We bid a fond farewell to the beloved Friendship Dogs 
we’ve lost since August; we’ll miss them and we thank 
them all for their special service.  

Welcoming our new 
Friendship Dogs...
A very warm Wag welcome to all these special dogs making 
older people smile across our North East communities…

Strudel Cosmo Harvey

Sully Bonnie Sasha

Bella Tilly Millie

Sweep Mitzi Winifred

Walk for Wag 2021!
11 September and we had a wonderful day walking for Wag 
at Kielder. As always, some of our older friends joined us for 
a day out, the Hexham Uketeers played, the team from NWL 
pulled out all the stops as always and the home made pizzas 
were a great addition! Arco provided all the new t-shirts and 
the WagNWheels Newfoundland group attended for the first 
time and wowed everyone with their rescues in the reservoir, 
one dog, 12 people, who knew!

We have already raised £6,712 which considering the 
numbers were well down at 87 walkers rather than the usual 
130, it was a good result. We also had a number of walkers 
who couldn’t make it to Kielder on the day and so created 
their own walks, Walking for Wag...Anywhere! Between 
them they raised another £1,189, a grand total of £7,900! 
AMAZING! Thank you so much everyone!!

We’re already planning next year’s event, so don’t forget 
to save the date, SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2022. If 
you need convincing, here are some great pictures from 
Kielder 2021 and a fun video too, not to be missed, take 
a look.

See more...

Our other news...

Our Great North Runners raised over 
£3,600 for Wag! Wow!!
The Great North Run was held on Sunday 12th September 
2021 and after a few injuries and other health related deferrals 
we were delighted to have 4 runners on the day in Newcastle 
and another 2, doing the equivalent distance, in other 
locations.

The usual GNR route was amended principally for crowd 
management and transportation reasons and the run this 
year started and finished in Newcastle, which meant runners 
crossed the Tyne Bridge twice and faced a novel uphill rather 
than the usual downhill ending to their 13.1 miles! Huge 
respect!!

Representing Wag & Company this year and raising an 
absolutely amazing £3,625.37 were the wonderful: 

•  Julia Smith: thanks to Jules we also had our first ever 
mention by Steve Cram on the BBC National commentary!

• Claire Lavender

• Jessie Roberts

•  Vari Thomson

Sam Raven and Dan Powell ran the equivalent distance in 
other locations, Dan in Leamington and Sam in Madrid.

Thank you so much everyone, £3,625 is the annual cost of 
enabling 10 new Visiting Wag Teams visiting older dog lovers 
for life across our region!! Such a priceless gift, thank you all!

We’re applying soon for our 2022 GNR tokens, so if you’d like 
to run for #TeamWag next year, please just get in touch at 
events@wagandcompany.co.uk

Why not get involved... 

Volunteer, Shop,  
Walk for Wag, Fundraise, Donate,  

Refer or Become a Friend.

Visit us at wagandcompany.co.uk 
or stay in touch on social media...
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Wag & Company Coast to Coast 2022 
Fantastic news, we have 12 intrepid cyclists all signed up to 
take on the Coast to Coast in July 2022 in support of Wag’s 
special friendships.  

The Wag & Company C2C peloton (?!) will be leaving 
Workington on Saturday the 2nd of July 2022, arriving in 
Tynemouth, to be greeted by a Wag welcoming committee, 
fresh as daisies, on Sunday the 3rd!  Can’t wait to see them 
all in action and supporting them along the route too!  

Stocking fillers from Wag... 

With 8 weeks or so to go to the big day, Wag’s special 
Christmas cards, mugs, unique engraved Wag tags and 
key rings, bandanas, water bottles, trolley tokens and a new 
improved Wag pen already on order, are the perfect answer! 

Visit the Wag shop...

Special Wag friendships...

Visiting Wag Team, Anita and Harry,  
visit Gordon and Gwen in Sunderland...
Gordon and Gwen are very isolated, their family live away 
and after they lost their last dog, a much loved Alsatian, 
they’ve missed him terribly.  Referred by The Essence 
Service in Sunderland who believe regular contact with 
a dog again and a chat with Anita too will make all the 
difference.

Read more...

As we’ve said, the need for our special friendships has never 
been greater and it’s wonderful to see new and old friends 
enjoying each other’s company again…

Wag friends reunited... 
Friendship Dog Millie the West Highland White Terrier has 
made a much longed for return to visiting her friend Winnie 
in her own home in Newcastle this month. It’s been a long 
19 months since they last saw each other, but Millie’s 
‘mum’ Sharon told us that Millie knew exactly what was 
happening and which house she was visiting and she very 
soon settled herself back on the sofa next to Winnie as if 
she’d never left!  It’s completely heartwarming to see these 
much anticipated reunions!

Visiting for Wag & Company is an important position of 
trust. Our volunteers are sharing their dogs with people 
who are often vulnerable, with reduced immunity, many are 
living alone and come to rely on their volunteer as a real 
friend, someone to care about, to trust in their homes and 
with their life stories, someone to act responsibly if there 
was an accident or a sudden illness, someone to raise the 
alarm if they were in any kind of difficulty and someone 
who will do everything possible to keep them safe from 
infectious diseases. 

Over 400 great people with their special dogs volunteer for 
Wag & Company across our region, meet one of them, this 
is Lynne Wadsworth and her Schnoodle Spud who joined 
us just before Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020. Lynne 
and Spud visit a dementia group in Chester le Street, 
Rhythm NOT Blues, and also Jim, a gentleman in his own 
home in Newcastle, who has significant memory issues.

Lynne tells us how she became a Wag volunteer, the 
difference it makes to her as well as to the people she 
visits, and why little Spud is the perfect Friendship Dog!.

Read more...

Volunteer profile…
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